They kill us by the millins.
But without them, life is impossible.
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Never Out of Season
Fragile, long-preserved
plants take on new life
in front of the camera.
PHOTOGRAPHS BY
NICK KNIGHT
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Born to Wander
After months pinned
down by the pandemic,

| the author is even

more certain: Exploring
the planet is an essen-
tial activity for humans,
BY ERIC WEINER
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Attention to Turtles

| The reptiles originated

in Africa but now are
neglected there, says
a conservaticonist who
aims to remedy that.
BY ANNIE ROTH
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On the Cover
Mimivirus is one of the
largest and most complex
viruses known., Scientists
hope that studying it

will shed light on viruses’
origins and proliferation.
ILLUSTRATION BY MARKCS KAY
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' Volcanic Voltage

How do volcanic erup-
tions spark lightning?
BY JASON TREAT AND
IRENE BERMAN-VAPORIS

BEING THERE

Norwegian Cool

Have wet suit, will
winter surf in 41° water.
BY LOLA AKINMADE
AKERSTROM; PHOTO BY
ANDREA FRAZZETTA
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Portugal’s Tiles
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Can you answer this JEOPARDY! clue?
Watch Jeopardy! the week of February
1-5for clues about the new National
Geographic book America the Beau-
tiful: A Story in Photographs. Full of
stunning images and inspiring words
from luminaries, it's available wherever
books are sold. (Answer below.)
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